348                  THE LIFE OF PERICLES.
their pleasure: and seeing himselfe by these great "meanes out-gone farre in goodwill with the common people, by Demonides counsell and procurement (who was borne in the Isle of los) he brought in this distribution of the common money, as Aristotle writeth. And hauing wonne in a short time the fauour and goodwill of the common people, by distribution of the common treasure, which he caused to be deuided among them, aswell to haue place to see these playes, as for that they had reward to be present at the iudge-ments, and by other such like corruptions: he with the peoples helpe, did inueigh against the court of the Areopagites, whereof he neuer was any member. For it neuer came to be his happe to be yearely gouernour, nor keeper of the lawes, nor King of the sacrifices, nor maister of the warres : all which were offices chosen in auncient times by lot. And further, those on whom the lot fell, if they had behaued themselues well in their office, they were called forwards, and raised to be of the body of this court of the Areopagites. Pericles now by these meanes hauing obtained great credite and authentic amongst the people, he troubled the Senate of the Areopagites in such sort, that he pluckt many matters from their hearing, by Ephialtes helpe: and in time made Cimon to be banished Athens, as one that fauoured the Lacedaemonians, and contraried the commonwealth and authorise of the people. Notwithstanding he was the noblest and richest person of all the citie, and one that had wonne so many glorious victories, and had so replenished Athens with the conquered spoiles of their enemies, as we haue declared in his life: so great was the authentic of Pericles amongst the people. Now the banishment wherwith he was punished (which they called Ostracismon) was limited by the law for ten yeres. In which space the Lacedaemonians being come downe with a great army into